nomenclature, revising evolutionary family trees and describing new species.
The museum lends specimens by post, and we host not just scientists, but visitors such as designers looking for inspiration. We're also trying to digitize the entire collection so that anyone can access it.
I'm collaborating with Mara Lawniczak at the Wellcome Sanger Institute in Hinxton, UK, on what we call Project Neandersquito. We're trying to recover genomes from mosquito samples collected over the past century. In the past, people would cut off legs or destroy whole specimens -which fills a curator like me with terror. Instead, we are washing the specimens with chemical solutions to extract DNA.
Genetic analysis will help us to distinguish between old mosquito specimens that look similar, and to learn how populations have changed. For example, we hope to see when genes for insecticide resistance arose. The back page
